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Workshop

“Sowing the Seeds of Justice:

A Practical Introduction to the JustFaith Program”

This three-hour workshop presents an overview of how transformational programs and dialogical processes like those offered by JustFaith Ministries (JFM) can impact both participants and their church communities. The workshop leader will present compelling stories of transformation that have happened in churches that have used the JustFaith program as well as offer insights into the program’s use of Scripture and Catholic social teaching to call Christians to more compassionate and fuller expressions of discipleship in Christ.

This workshop also offers practical steps for introducing the JustFaith program into a church community. Workshop participants will have time to explore their questions and begin making concrete plans for implementing the program in the fall.

This workshop is designed for groups of 20-35 people and can take place on weekends or weeknights.  The cost per person is $20 payable to JustFaith Ministries. Workshop hosts are responsible for paying travel expenses for the workshop presenter. JFM requests that a minimum of 20 people representing at least four or five different churches or parishes attend the workshop.  We have found over the years that if several people from one faith community attend the workshop, then they have mutual support for recommending the JustFaith program to their pastor and church staff after the workshop. As an incentive, if workshop hosts have 35 registered participants at the workshop, JFM will deduct $200 from the travel expenses.

Outline for the Workshop
Welcome and Opening Prayer (15 minutes)
Prayer experience, using prayer, music (and symbols) from a JFM program.

Introductions through Reflection Questions (20 minutes)
· Why are you here today?
· What is your most significant faith experience?
· How has your faith connected you with the poor or vulnerable?
· How would you like to grow as a follower of Jesus?
Sowing the Seeds of Justice (60 minutes)
· What does the Bible and Catholic social teaching say about poverty and oppression? 

· What does Jesus teach about how to respond to these situations? 

· Show a short video that helps us to see the world as God sees it—in all of its beauty and brokenness 
· Introduce JustFaith Ministries as a creator of personal transformation programs and give testimonies that speak to the effectiveness of the programs. Why would a church or parish want to offer such programs?

· What is the JustFaith program? What are the topics, books, videos?  Discuss basic components of JF program and process of a typical weekly session.

· What are the immersion experiences and why are they important? 

· What’s the purpose of the retreats? 

· Who facilitates the weekly sessions?

· What are the costs?  To the church or parish? To individuals?

Break  (10 minutes)
Have a flipchart available to provide opportunity for people to list questions they have at this point that weren’t answered in the previous segment.
Question and Answer Time (20 minutes)

Take questions from group as well as those written on the flipchart.

What other formation programs does JustFaith Ministries have to offer our parish?   
(20 minutes)
Frame the next section with these or similar questions:

· If you want to know more about how to connect your faith to what’s happening in the world today and learn how to express your faith in concrete acts of discipleship, the JustFaith program that we’ve been talking about may be right for you.

· Do you feel called to work with young people in discovering what it means to be a disciple of Jesus? If so, you might consider Justice Walking.

· Are you searching for a more contemplative approach to spiritual growth, but one that also speaks to how you can respond to the world’s brokenness? If so, you might consider Engaging Spirituality.

· Do you want to know more about a specific social issue and how to form a church- or community-based response to this issue? If so, then a JustMatters module may meet that need.

Where Do We Go From Here?  (20 minutes)
This segment covers the “how-to pieces” of the program, plus next steps for participants. Also address where and how potential church or parish leaders should seek support from pastor or church staff to do a JustFaith program. 
[JFM recommends that workshop hosts plan follow up meetings and possibly trainings for potential co-facilitators or offer local JF graduates to help plan information sessions at various churches and parishes; if so, then this would also be a time for the local hosts to announce their plans for trainings or other meetings for people at the workshop.]
Closing Prayer Experience (15 minutes)
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