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In the Spirit of St Francis and the Sultan:

Muslims & Christians Working Together for the Common Good

The JustMatters module, In the Spirit of St Francis and the Sultan: Muslims & Christians Working Together for the Common Good, was written by George Dardess and Marvin Mich, the co-authors of a book of the same title published by Orbis Books in the spring of 2011. 

This JustMatters module is unique for at least two reasons. One, it is the first module to bring people of different faiths together to work for the common good.  Second, and more importantly, it brings Muslims and Christians together to stand as a sign of Muslim-Christian good will and cooperation. This sign is greatly needed at a time of heightening anti-Muslim prejudice. As the authors say in their introduction to the module, “Neither Christians nor Muslims have any basis for submitting to this prejudice, Muslims to suffer it or Christians to be party to it. Both their faiths explicitly call them to act vigorously against all forms of prejudice. Muslims and Christians cannot do otherwise if they are to fulfill the two commandments God has enjoined on them both, to love God and to love the neighbor.”

“In the Spirit of St Francis and the Sultan” helps participants learn the basics of each other’s faith in such a way that their faiths’ commonalties and differences are clarified and respected.  Participants’ praying together is encouraged, but never assumed. Muslims’ and Christians’ differences in their understandings of God are recognized, and participants are provided with ceremonies in which their common faith symbols can be honored.  Participants will visit each other’s places of worship and will work towards engaging in a specific social justice project at the module’s end.  Consisting of eight 2 and a half hour sessions, the module covers the following topics:

• Finding Common Symbols

• Developing Common Prayers

• The Fundamentals of Christian Social Justice

• The Fundamentals of Muslim Social Justice

• The Blessings of Our Religious and Cultural Sharing

• Confronting Our Demons, Past and Present

• Common Ground, Common Action

• Becoming a Sign of Social Justice
Registration for the module is $150 per group. Additional resource materials required for the module include the cost of books (per person) and DVDs (per group).  For more information, contact Mary Wright (mary@justfaith.org) or David Horvath (david@justfaith.org).
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